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Libraries in the
neighbourhood

http://www.rusreadorg.ru
23 Regional & Local Councils
350 members
Projects:
• School where literacy thrives
• Reading that united us
• Program complex "Analyst of reading"
• Successful reading
• Museum of the residence
• Book of the year
• Reading at the Eurasian crossroad
• Science miscellany «Homo legens»

State budgetary institution of culture
of the city of Moscow
“Centralised library system of south-west
administrative district”
• 40 public libraries
• 1.500.000 books in Russian and foreign
languages
• 130.000 readers
• 60.000 remote users
• 5.000 events per year
• 300 creative communities
• 20 international, Russian and urban
projects
Summer reading programs.
• 5 museums
From June 1 to August 31,
the whole city is reading

literacyworldwide.org

Reading and writing
as a means of understanding
the world and as a means
of communicating
with other people

Own choice
and discussion

The Mum – migrant and
hardly speaks any Russian.
She’s brought her son to the
library.
Well done! Clever!
The son studies in the 3rd
grade of a Russian state
school. He’s been a librarygoer for 2 years. Reading
thick books already.
Thanks Mom!

Jean Louise "Scout" Finch :
“I never deliberately learned to read, but somehow I had been wallowing
illicitly in the daily papers. In the long hours of church — was it then I learned? I
could not remember not being able to read hymns. Now that I was compelled
to think about it, reading was something that just came to me, as learning to
fasten the seat of my union suit without looking around, or achieving two bows
from a snarl of shoelaces.
I could not remember when the lines above Atticus’s moving finger separated
into words, but I had stared at them all the evenings in my memory, listening to
the news of the day, Bills to Be Enacted into Laws, the diaries of Lorenzo Dow —
anything Atticus happened to be reading when I crawled into his lap every night.
Until I feared I would lose it, I never loved to read. One does not love breathing”.
“To Kill A Mockingbird” by Harper Lee (Chapter 2)

Julia Kuznetsova Raschitayka
Should parents
continue
reading aloud
to their children
or they are old
enough to
always read
themselves?

Aidan Chambers Tell Me:
Children, Reading & Talk
with the Reading
Environment

Should
children be
deprived of
TV and
computer
games?

What
should be
changed
at home?

Is it right to
let children
choose
books
themselves
?

Can
electronic
books and
audio
recordings
be regarded
books?
Ella Berthoud & Susan
Elderkin The Story Cure: An
A-Z of Books to Keep Kids
Happy, Healthy and Wise

How children’s
life should be
organized so
that reading
book could be
included in
their life?

How can
parents
encourage a
child to read
without
controlling
them?
Ella Berthoud & Susan
Elderkin The Novel Cure:
An A to Z of Literary
Remedies
http://thenovelcure.com/

Why should children read?
Numerous minor interests and particular goals:
• collecting toy cars or dolls
• taking care of a pet
• preparing for a trip
To fill in the pauses during the day:
• on the train or underground journey,
• during a take-off when gadgets are switched off
“What did they serve for lunch today?” ►►“What did they read to you today
after the nap time?”
Referring to some authority:
• a music or sports idol,
• a relative or an acquaintance who are active readers

Are aliens of blue or green colour?

For example, we will not ask if we are going to take a book when we are
about to set off somewhere, but we will ask the child “Which book do you
think will fit into your backpack?”

Taboo
§ Here is an encyclopedia for you… You might learn something
new from it at last… Or else you are growing a layabout…
§ Here is a book about a hooligan just like you. Maybe you will
also change for the better one day…
§ I know how much you hate classics. But you need to read 5
more pages and after that you can go and watch your
favourite TV series.
§ You have to read it for school! Go and read! An hour a day!
Immediately!

Ask parents
• How often do you turn to a book (a paper book or an
electronic one)?
• Do your children know that you read books on your mobile
phone?
• How often do new books appear instead of those you’ve
read on your bedside table?
• When was the last time you were in a bookstore?
• Do you visit a library?
• Are you subscribed to a newspaper/magazine/journal?
• Do you share impressions about the books you have read
when you speak to your friends or relatives on the phone?

“Do children have enough positive reading models from their parents?”

Mini-test.

I am – mother

father

grandmother

The child has his/her own bookshelf
I have a bookcase
We are subscribed to a children’s magazine
I am subscribed to a newspaper/magazine for myself
I know a friend of my child who is an active reader
I discuss books while talking to my friends or family on the phone
There is a regular change of books kept on my bedside table
I read professional literature at home
At home we have got:
o
Arts albums or Albums on Countries
o
Human Body atlases
o
books about hobbies
o
well-thumbed books
We speak about books during mealtimes, on walks
My child is a member of a library
I take my kid to the bookstore
We attend book fairs
My child often can see me reading
We give books as presents to family members and friends
We listen to audiobooks
We take books on journeys and on holidays
I write letters and messages to my child
We write captions in our photo album
We have a cosy reading corner in our flat
Someone regularly reads aloud in our family
We together with cildren have been to the writers' estates

grandfather

Total:

Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes

No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No

Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
YES - ______

No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
No
NO - ______

My reaction to the results of the test:
My determination to improve the situation:
I will think about it.
I am ready to act immediately!

We will act all together.

If the results are not satisfactory
• Daily reading for half an hour
• Plan discussing books
•
•
•

Include both books for adult readers and books for
children into this list.
What questions will you ask?
Will all your comments be positive or is there anything
you did not like?

• Give all the family members books – all different
– as presents for the next coming holiday. Let it
be a surprise!
• Present with something connected with
reading
• Make and put somewhere the sign “Reading
Corner” or “Athenaeum”

Motivator of reading
What are your children’s interests?
What extracurricular activities are they involved in?
Where and how do you travel together?
Who represents authority for your child?
What is the next mutual activity planned?
The grandson
What journal / magazine would you like to subscribe to?
of a colleague of
mine loves
Where is the nearest library situated?
animals and cars.
Are there any books about your job or professional sphere?
Who is going to get a book as a present from you and your child in the
near future?
• Is it high time to substitute the background noise from TV for an audiobook
or a radio station where they read books?
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Compulsory conditions
• A bookshelf or bookcase are reachable for a child.
• Books should be placed with their cover turned to the child.
• A comfortable and cosy reading corner should be arranged next to the
bookshelf.
• A child must not be distracted from reading, even if he/she is just looking
through illustrations. An adult is only allowed to join.
• Praise every step of the way for children to read with passion.

Reading aloud
Further reading:
Jason Boog
Born Reading: Bringing Up Bookworms in a Digital Age
http://www.born-reading.com/
“Interactive reading – a method that creates dialogue while
reading with a young child – can raise the child’s IQ by more
than six points, establishing a lasting competitive advantage
while fostering a love of books”

Reading aloud
• In transport, in the doctor’s waiting room,
in the theatre – before the performance starts…

Waiting for
the green
traffic light!

• 10 minutes ►► a chapter; one month ►► a novel or a long story.
• It is the parent who chooses the time for reading aloud.

Read not only books
The following plan works well:
• on Sunday a parent writes a letter,
• on Monday morning they put it into the mailbox,
• the child finds a letter
• Quite naturally, a good place should be
talked over where the child could put
his/her answer if they decide to write back.
A young
crocodile
wants to make
friends

Start reading “real books”
Freedom of choice

Tactile impressions

A library card

Start reading “real books”
Help and support

Book
quests

Meetings with
writers

Book-dog =
I read for a dog

Reading
in a circle

Harry Potter
book night

A List of Books for Reading during the summer holidays
•
•
•
•

Books that a child can read himself/herself.
Books to be read with a parent/in turns.
Books to be read aloud by a parent.
Books that have been screened, so films based
on the books can be used to get familiar with
them.

Grade 11

Grade 2

Match each book from the list
with one of your choice.
Further reading: Karen MacPherson
Yes, parents, there is a magic formula to keep your kids reading through the summer

https://www.washingtonpost.com/entertainment/books/yes-parents-there-is-a-magic-formula-to-keep-your-kids-reading-through-the-summer/2019/05/23/31643dce-7599-11e9-bd25c989555e7766_story.html?fbclid=IwAR2Hvh9FEGyV9XXGgymzSMPek5wNlUmmyM8IUCeDdtBWD2-YcSmdqENrlZY&utm_term=.e5889bef2abe

Discussing or not
It is not a simple business at all.
Just checking if children know the plot.
Typical questions:
• What seemed interesting?
• What hooked you?
• What funny/sad moments were
there in the text?
Impressions can be brought into life by:
• drawing
• molding characters or roleplaying

Results visualization
‘trains of books’
‘starry sky’
‘cats’
‘rockets’
‘cars’

Seminars for librarians
"Current reading practices“

Summer
Athenaeum

There is no doubt that the reader
is growing up in a pram.

Thank you for your attention
Maria Belokolenko
sistemology@mail.ru, m.belokolenko@gmail.com
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